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CITY OF PERTH — SUSPENSION 
118. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s election commitment and other comments dating back to May 2016 that the entire City of Perth 
council should be sacked. He said that he would ensure this would happen if he were elected.  
(1) Why has it taken so long for the Premier to fulfil his election commitment? 
(2) Why, when the Premier met with the former director general in March 2017, has no action taken place 

until now? 
(3) What involvement has the Premier’s parliamentary secretary, the member for Perth, had in this disaster? 
(4) Does the Premier support the incompetent Minister for Local Government?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(4) Mr Speaker — 
The SPEAKER: Members! Members on my right! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, I think the member for Carine is a little bit stunned. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Not at all. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He is a little bit upset. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Not at all. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Oh yes he is, Mr Speaker. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I think this is one of those questions that was drafted in pique after the Minister for Local 
Government’s — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Savaging! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: — savaging of the member for Carine. It was drafted in pique and anger, and questions 
drafted in pique and anger are never good. 
It is interesting, because the member for Carine is somehow suggesting that people have changed positions or that 
things have not occurred as they should have, or something of the like. I want to quote this to the member for 
Carine. As he knows, on 28 February this year, he said, and I quote — 

He should have sacked them when he first came into Government … 
They are fighting words from the member for Carine. That is what he said. But what do we find? On 19 February 
this year, just nine days earlier, the Leader of the Opposition said that what we were doing in relation to the 
City of Perth was all just politically motivated. So, which way do they want to go? 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Just so you know, because you might not have heard what the Leader of the Opposition 
said—a lot of people do not listen to him, and you are one—I will quote to you what he said — 

It is the most important City Council in our State and we do not need necessarily a politically motivated 
intervention from the Government. 

The Leader of the Opposition is saying, “Don’t do anything”, and the member for Carine is saying, “Why haven’t 
you sacked them?” 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Exactly! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Exactly, he says! The entire opposition’s performance is embarrassing. They have no 
consistency. 

Point of Order 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Mr Speaker, there were four parts to my question. He has not answered any of them yet. 
The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: I have had a very dim view of the City of Perth for a very long period of time, and I was 
one of the people who first expressed that. Having expressed that, of course I had the Liberal Party say, as the 
Leader of the Opposition said a couple of weeks ago, that it was all politically motivated. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am trying to answer the question. He said it was all politically motivated and all that. 
I thought the Lord Mayor of the City of Perth, Lisa Scaffidi, when that Corruption and Crime Commission report 
came out, had forfeited her right to the job, and I expressed that publicly. What did the Liberal Party do? You 
defended her, and you defended them! 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Rubbish! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is exactly what happened. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: You did! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What planet are you on? So we have had, and I have had, a long period of time. It pains me 
to say it, because I had a reasonable relationship with Lisa Scaffidi, but that CCC report tore it apart. Whilst there 
has been some amendment to the outcome via some of the legal processes involved, there are still around 
20 findings that she had done the wrong thing, and some of them were pretty bad in my opinion. I had a strong 
view on the City of Perth. Upon arriving in office, the Minister for Local Government has followed the arcane 
processes in the Local Government Act—a creation of the 1995 Liberal government—and done his best to get to 
the outcome we are currently in. Finally, Labor has resolved the issues of the City of Perth that you could not do 
or refused to do. 
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